
FILE:  --8-214414 DATE : July 20, 1984 

MATTER OF: S u n b e l t  I n d u s t r i e s ,  I n c .  

DIGEST: 

Protes t  t h a t  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  are  u n d u l y  restric- 
t i v e ,  vague  and  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  
p r e f e r e n c e  i n  f a v o r  of t h e  u s e  of r e c o v e r e d  or 

c o n s i d e r e d  b y  GAO where  a g e n c y  c a n c e l s  sol ic i ta-  
t i o n  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  

. 
* recycled materials is academic and w i l l  n o t  be 

S u n b e l t  I n d u s t r i e s ,  I n c . ,  protests t h e  terms of i n v i -  
t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  ( I F B )  N o .  AT/TC 19588 ,  i s s u e d  by the 
G e n e r a l  S e r v i c e s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( G S A )  for t h e  s u p p l y  of 
a b r a s i v e s  t o  T i n k e r  A i r  Force Base, Oklahoma. S u n b e l t  con- 
t e n d s  t h a t  G S A  h a s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  f o r  a lumi -  
num o x i d e  a b r a s i v e  g r i t  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  which  are u n d u l y  
r e s t r i c t ive ,  vague  and  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  
p r e f e r e n c e  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  r e c o v e r e d  o r  recycled 
materials i n  4 2  U.S.C.  S 6962 ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  

GSA h a s  advised  u s  t h a t  t h e  IFB h a s  been  c a n c e l e d .  
S i n c e  no  award is t o  be made of t h e  items u n d e r  I F B  No. 
AT/TC 19588  which  S u n b e l t  h a s  p r o t e s t e d ,  t h e  protest  is 
academic and  w i l l  n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d .  S c i e n t i f i c  Games, 
I n c . ,  B-213208, J a n .  9 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  84-1 CPD 1 5 8 .  Al though  w e  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  GSA is r e s o l i c i t i n g  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  u n d e r  
d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  a n y  protest  f i l e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  
r e s o l i c i t a t i o n  w i l l  be  c o n s i d e r e d  s e p a r a t e l y .  

.. 

The p r o t e s t  is d ismissed .  

H a r r y  R. Van C l e v e  
A c t i n g  G e n e r a l  Counse l  
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